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time averted. Antony came to Italy, but neither he nor Octavius was, at this stage, eager to settle matters by the sword. They came to terms. Lepidus was mollified by receiving the province of Africa; while Italy and all the Western provinces were formally assigned to Octavius, and all the Eastern provinces to Antony. An agreement was also made with Sextus Pompeius which left him in control of the seas.
It was time for some one to take the East in hand, for at the court of the Parthian king Orodes was a Roman, Labienus, who had been sent by Brutus and Cassius to make alliance with him; and Labienus, bent on revenge after Philippi, incited the Parthian to make himself master of the Roman provinces in the East. At the time when Octavius, Antony, and Pompeius were making their agreement, Labienus and his Parthian allies were overrunning Syria and sweeping the Roman troops out of Asia Minor. The necessary work was now done, not by Antony, but by his lieutenant, Ventidius, in a series of campaigns during 39 and 38, whereby the invaders were again driven back with heavy slaughter beyond the Euphrates. Antony himself returned to his round of self-indulgence and pleasure.
Though a truce had been patched up with Sextus Pompeius, Octavius in the West did not intend to leave him for long master of Sicily and of the seas. A lieutenant of Sextus went over with his squadron to Octavius and gave Sardinia into his hands. Hostilities began at once; but Oetavius was very soon taught that he could do nothing against his opponent's fleet His own military abilities were of a very secondary order; but, from the outset, his most intimate personal counsellor and friend had been the very able and supremely loyal Marcus Vipsanius Agrippa, to whom he had recently intrusted Gaul, and to whom he now resolved to intrust the task of dealing with Sextus. Agrippa's skill and energy created ome fleet, while a second was placed in his hand by Antony in exchange for some Roman legions. Agrippa's operations were completely successful; in the autumn of 36 the fleets of Sextus were annihilated, and his forces in Sicily promptly surrendered. Next year the son of Pompey the Great was captured and put to death by Antony's officers.
There remained only one obstacle to the supremacy of Octavius in the West, for Antony was showing no disposition to interfere. Lepidus, with the province of Africa, was nominally the third of the Triumvirate who ruled the Empire between them. He had been too inert to be a serious menace, but he was now showing a disposition to assert himself. He had joined Octavius in the suppression of Pompeius, and arrived in Sicily with many legions. His adoption of an aggressive tone decided Octavius that he must be set aside once for all He boldly appealed to the legions of Lepidus, who, without hesi-tatiojv transferred themselves to his standard. Lepidus could o